
For your convenience, a Horse Riders Center is 
located on Jeffers Road with ample parking for 
trailers, restrooms, water, hitching posts and a 
picnic shelter with grills. Two other rest areas are 
located at Evergreen Lake and Springbrook Lake, 
where restrooms and water are available, as well 
as access for horses to drink from the lake.

Oak Openings is unlike any other habitat in Ohio. 
The Metropark is named for the surrounding 
region made up of eastern hardwood forest and 
western prairie. This combination forms a rare 
and beautiful blend of habitats and species found 
only a few places in the world. And it is home to 
about one-third of all rare and endangered  
species in the state.

Just a few examples of the wildlife you may  
observe here include deer, coyotes, flying  
squirrels, mink, badgers, hognose snakes, turtles, 
wild turkey, hawks, owls, flickers, indigo buntings, 
goldfinches and woodpeckers. The area is noted 
for the number and variety of birds that nest or 
rest here at various times of the year, including 
the lark sparrow, an endangered species that 
nests in the dunes.

The Oak Openings is also known for its array  
of wildflowers and other plants. Look for these 
species during your ride: wild lupine, big  
bluestem, blazing star, little blue stem, bush  
clover, bergamot, sweet fern, tall coreopsis, 
cardinal flower, wild asters, Indian grass, trillium, 
May apple, columbine, iron weed, black-eyed 
Susan, grey headed coneflower, tall meadow 
rue, prickly-pear cactus, golden rod, tick trefoil, 
marsh marigolds and spring beauties.

Metroparks manages certain areas of the park by 
mowing, burning and removing non-native trees 
and other plants. You may see areas where these 
land management techniques have been used 
to enhance or restore the natural oak savanna 
habitat. The pine trees you will encounter were 
planted here in the 1940s and are not native to 
the region.

Nearby
• 	Maumee State Forest, over 3,000 acres 

adjacent to Oak Openings Preserve, has 15 
miles of bridle trails and horse-trailer parking 
on Neowash Rd. Parking is also available on 
State Route 64, with a trail leading into Oak 
Openings.

• 	Mary Jane Thurston State Park is located along 
both sides of the Maumee River, south of Oak 
Openings. The park’s North Turkeyfoot Area 
has six miles of trails for horseback riding, 
backpacking and mountain biking.

Things You Should Know
• 	Oak Openings is a day-use park open every 

day of the year from 7 a.m. to dark.

• 	Horses are permitted only on the marked horse 
trail and not on roads, fire lanes or trails  
designated for walking, biking or skiing. Horses 
may not be ridden in picnic areas and should  
be kept away from ditch banks and ravines.

• 	Bicycles are not permitted on the horse trail.

• 	Alcohol is not permitted in any area of the 
park.

• 	Dogs must be on leashes no longer than eight 
feet long at all times.

• 	Hitching posts are provided to tie horses. 
Please do not tie horses to trees or fences.

• 	Call 419-407-9710 to obtain a free group 
permit for all organized events involving horse 
trail and horse facility use.

• 	Insect repellent is recommended in late spring 
and summer to protect against mosquitoes, 
deer flies and horse flies.

Note: In an emergency, call the number below for 
the Lucas County Sheriff Dispatcher. 

Calling 911 from a cell phone will connect you 
with the Ohio Highway Patrol.

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark
4139 Girdham Road
Swanton, OH 43558

Ranger Cell Phone: 	 419-360-9179

Emergency– 
Lucas County Sheriff: 	 419-213-4977

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark

Oak Openings 
Horse Trail

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark

Oak Openings 
Horse Trail

Welcome to the Oak Openings Preserve 

Horse Trail. The 22.1-mile trail winds 

through sand dunes, wet prairies, wet 

woods, pine forests and oak savannas of 

the 4,000-acre Metropark. With its flat 

terrain, the trail is accessible to riders 

and horses of all abilities.
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