Side Cut Metropark
Highlights
Please use this as a supplement to information provided on
the Side Cut Metropark map.
Messages for Interpretation
Side Cut’s rich river community helps sustain the
integrity of the Great Lakes’ largest watershed while
serving as the ideal backdrop for past and current
human interactions with nature.
• Called the Mississippi of the Great Lakes, the Maumee
River’s force is evident in this park’s natural history.
• Steeped in history, the land in and around Side Cut
Metropark has witnessed early Native tribal
gatherings, battles and slowly passing canal boats.
• Opening as the first Metropark, Side Cut has always
connected people to nature and the river community
through recreational pursuits.
• Side Cut Metropark boasts some of the best wildlife
habitat and unsurpassed viewing opportunities.
What’s In A Name?
Side Cut’s name refers to its history as part of the
Miami-Erie Canal. This side cut was the terminus of
the Miami-Erie around 1850, until the state of Ohio
extended it further down river along what is now the
Anthony Wayne Trail.
Natural and Human History
This Metropark features the Maumee River, whose
watershed covers over 6,000 square miles – the largest
watershed of the Great Lakes.
Limestone bedrock approximately 400 million years old
is the foundation of Side Cut’s natural community.
The land on either side of a river is called a floodplain.
Side Cut’s floodplain stores excess Maumee River water
to decrease downstream flooding, helps filter and clean
this precious source of drinking water, and reduces river
sedimentation.
Numerous wildlife tree homes are found in floodplains
due to ice scraping against the trees and starting the
formation of tree cavities.
A section of river through Side Cut Metropark – known
as the Foot of the Rapids – has been an important
crossroads and meeting place throughout history.
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The Fort Meigs monument (War of 1812) is visible from
Side Cut’s Orange Trail, when standing on the banks and
looking across the river into Perrysburg.
A series of six locks raised and lowered boats along this
Miami-Erie Canal side cut. Today locks 2, 3 & 4 can still
be seen.
Side Cut was initially leased from Ohio in 1930 to
preserve remnant canal lands. With just two picnic
tables and a well, it became our first Metropark.
Plant Life
Native wildflowers include:
Green dragon
Wild ginger
Wild bergamot
White snakeroot         
Leafy Iris (state threatened)

Canada anemone
Wild onion
Common milkweed
New England aster

Historically, native people encamped here during late
spring and summer, farming and fishing these fertile
lands and waters. They moved to higher ground in the
Oak Openings during more turbulent seasons.

Trees/shrubs include:
Box elder
Eastern cottonwood
Hackberry
Willow
Black walnut                           

The Battle of Fallen Timbers fought in August of 1794
marked a U.S. victory under General Anthony Wayne,
and opened up the Northwest Territory for settlement.

The white limbs and trunks of the American sycamore
tree helped guide fugitive slaves on the Underground
Railroad.

Silver maple
Ohio buckeye
Honey locust
River locust
American sycamore

Native grasses/sedges include:
Big bluestem
Gray’s sedge
Cord grass
Indian grass
Switch grass
Flat stemmed spike rush
(state potentially
threatened)
Wildlife
Fish include:
Walleye
Smallmouth bass
Common carp
Common white sucker
Bluegill    
Logperch darter        

White bass
Channel catfish
Longnose gar
Freshwater drum
Spotfin shiner
Bluntnose minnow

Macroinvertabrates such as mayfly nymphs and
caddisfly larvae live under the rocks at rapids and riffles.  
Monitored for water quality, a higher variety of species
indicates healthier water.
The crayfish is a crustacean that makes quarter-sized
burrows, sometimes with ‘mud ball chimneys,’ along
muddy river banks at Side Cut.
Staying on trails will protect park visitors and pets from:
Poison ivy
Chiggers
American dog ticks     
Mosquitoes  
Protection also includes covering up with lightweight
clothing and using insecticide when necessary.
(Note: There is no poison oak in Northwest Ohio.)

State endangered Lake sturgeons were common here
historically.
Amphibians include:
Eastern cricket frog

Bull frog

Common mud puppies have been known to occur in the
Maumee River at Side Cut.
Reptiles include:
Snapping turtle            
Midland painted turtle            
Eastern spiny soft shell turtle Common water snake
Northern brown snake     

Wingstem

Great blue heron

Red squirrel

Eastern cricket frog

Common whitetail dragonfly

Hackberry emperor

Note: No venomous snakes occur at Side Cut.  
Mammals include:
Red squirrel                      
White-tailed deer               
Ground hog                       

Coyote
Mink
Muskrat

You can find evidence of the red squirrel along the
Orange Trail, where it caches nuts in tree notches and
builds middens (piles of seeds) on large logs.
Birds near the river include:
Great blue heron                     Ring-billed gull
Belted kingfisher                      Bald eagle  
Green heron                            Osprey
Great egret
Killdeer
Wood duck                               Mallard duck
Birds of prairies, woods and edges include:
Baltimore oriole   
American Goldfinch
Eastern screech owl       
Red-tailed hawk
Indigo bunting
Chipping sparrow
Field sparrow
Carolina wren
Insects include:
Common white-tail dragonfly Monarch butterfly
Hackberry emperor
Cicada killer
Firefly species
Spittlebug

